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Furman University 
Department of Theatre Arts 

FYW-1227-01 Quest for Meanings & Values Through Theatre, 4 Credit Hours 
Fall 2018, MWF 11:30-12:20, The Playhouse Annex 

 
Instructor: Maegan McNerney Azar    Office Hours: M 1:30-3:00 pm or 
Office Location: Green Room at The Playhouse              by appointment 
Email: maegan.azar@furman.edu    Office Phone: (864) 294-2127   
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: Theatre challenges core beliefs and principles and has become a vehicle for 
social change around the globe. This course aims to explore those concepts and deepen skills of critical 
reading and writing while opening one’s heart and mind to unique ideas and interpretations in theatrical 
works. 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

• Foster reflective reasoning and critical thinking while sharpening analytical and communication skills. 
• Analyze and solve complex problems while attaining the skills necessary to succeed in college. 
• Inspire a passion for inquisitiveness and learning. 
• Facilitate personal observation and awareness of one’s self. 
• Analyze dramatic literature from a personal perspective. 
• Evaluate and think critically how core beliefs may affect others. 
• Discuss other points of view through verbal expression and written analysis. 

 
RECOMMENDED TEXTS & EXERPTS ON MOODLE: 

• Bogart, Anne. What’s the Story. 
• Pickering, Kenneth. Key Concepts in Drama and Performance. 
• Gunderson, Lauren. The Revolutionists. 
• Hnath, Lucas. The Christians. 
• Kushner, Tony. Angels in America Part I: Millennium Approaches. 
• Lonergan, Kenneth. Lobby Hero. 
• Nottage, Lynn. Sweat. 

 
CLASS POLICIES:  
ATTENDANCE: You are allowed 3 class absences. Any subsequent absence will lower your final grade by 1/3 
of a letter grade. Tardiness is not tolerated, it is a disruption to you and your classmates’ processes. Three 
tardies or early exits equal an absence, and therefore a significantly lower grade. If you arrive after 15 
minutes from the beginning of class or leave 15 minutes early, you are considered absent and will not be 
graded for the day’s activities. If you are going to miss a presentation day, you must let me and your 
partners know at least twenty-four hours in advance or receive a grade of zero on the assignment. 
There is no difference between an excused absence and an unexcused absence. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS: Part of being in college is also learning how to act professionally, discuss openly, and 
develop tolerance. You are encouraged to take risks in a safe environment. We are creating a safe space in 
order to have a brave space. Any student that destroys the safe zone of the classroom will be asked to 
reconsider their choice in taking this class. 
 
Additionally, content in the arts can sometimes include works, situations, actions, and language that may be 
offensive to some students on the grounds of sexual explicitness, violence, or blasphemy.  As theatre is 
devoted to the principle of freedom of expression, artistic and otherwise, and it is not the university’s practice to 
censor these works, students who might feel unduly distressed or made uncomfortable by such expressions 
should withdraw at the start of the term and seek another course.   
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• No food or drinks are permitted in the Annex. 
• Turn off your cell phones; if your phone rings in class, you will receive a tardy for the day. 
• Respect your space – clean up after yourself and strike your furniture. 
• No photography, audio or video recording is permitted without permission from the instructor and each 

student in class. Posting of these items to the internet requires written permission from all involved. 
 
PERFORMANCE ATTENDANCE: Students in this class are required to attend the productions listed below, we 
will find a date to see them together. If you are not able to attend on the night that the group chooses, you 
are still required to see the production on your own. A writing assignment (turned in via Moodle) will be 
due following your attendance of the performance. Do not wait until the last minute to get your tickets.  
Clemson Players’s The Revolutionists – October 1-7     critique due by October 12 
Furman Theatre’s Lobby Hero – October 10-14, 18-21          critique due by October 26 
The Warehouse Theatre’s Sweat – October 12-28       critique due by November 2 
 
WRITTEN WORK: All papers and assignments must be handed in on time. No late work will be accepted. 
Papers must be typed, submitted via Moodle, and 1.5 or double spaced. Please use Times New Roman or 
Garamond 12-point font in black ink. Please no title pages. Papers should be free of spelling, grammatical, 
and compositional errors. Include works cited material, internal citations where appropriate. MLA style. 
Please be advised that you may be asked to “revise and resubmit” any writing assignment. 
 
PRESENTATION WORK: You are expected to prepare and rehearse presentations outside of class for in-class 
evaluation and discussion. If you are not prepared for in-class presentation, you will receive a grade of 
zero for the assignment. Those who have an unexcused absence on the day of a presentation will receive a 
zero for the assignment, but will be required to make-up the assignment for their partner’s sake. If you 
know you are going to be absent on the day of a presentation, schedule a session ahead of time to present 
your piece for a grade. You must let me know twenty-four hours in advance if you are to be allowed to 
make-up the presentation for a grade. Also, learning how to constructively interpret classmates’ work is vital. 
You are required to be in attendance on presentation days, even if you are not presenting. Those not in 
attendance on presentation days will receive a deduction from their class participation grade. 
 
TUTORIALS: FYW-1227 students must meet with the instructor for a 15- to 20-minute private tutorial for 
each of the three major papers. Use this time to discuss your proposal for the paper, difficulty with writing 
issues, or concerns regarding specific notes on drafts. It is your time, so be prepared with specific material 
and/or concerns. Feel free to make additional appointments or rehearsals with the instructor throughout the 
semester to work pieces or discuss grades.  
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: Students at Furman University are held to the highest standards of academic 
integrity. All acts of dishonesty in any work including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, 
misrepresentation, and unacceptable collaboration are violations of Furman’s academic integrity standard. 
The Academic Integrity Policy will be followed in any case of violations. This policy is outlined at 
www.furman.edu/integrity. 
 
SENIOR SYNTHESIS MATERIALS: All Senior Theatre Arts majors will be required to complete a Senior 
Synthesis project. Materials from this course may be used and should be saved for these projects. 
 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 
An open mind, and the courage to explore it in public. 
 
No talking in class, unless it is in direct response to class work. Nothing your neighbor says could possibly 
be more important than your own education. 



FYW-1227, Fall 2018  3 
MMA 
 

 
CLASS PARTICIPATION: This grade is based on your commitment to activities and discussion in class, the 
creation of a safe working environment for fellow classmates, your carte blanche, your tutorial attendance, 
your attendance on presentation days, and your preparedness for presentations and daily exercises.  
 
CREATIVE PROJECT PRESENTATIONS: You will have 5 Creative Projects to present in class. These Creative 
Projects will have class time dedicated to their preparation, but they may require meeting outside of class, as 
well. Presentations will be evaluated on preparation, commitment, incorporation of course content, audience 
experience, expansion of personal scope, growth, collaboration, and ability to incorporate notes into 
presentation. The five projects include: 

• In conjunction with The Revolutionists and working in groups of three, you will develop a manifesto in 
the style of one of the characters. Utilizing the individual character manifestos, your group will then 
create one manifesto and a symbol for your revolution. How you present the group manifesto and 
symbol is up to you. 

• In conjunction with Lobby Hero and working in pairs, you will adapt and re-play a scene from the text. 
But in your scene you will write the ideal outcome. How could events have turned out better in the 
scene? You will then perform it for the presentation. 

• In conjunction with Sweat and working in pairs or groups of three, you will create a political ad to 
reach a specific character in the play. You will film it, edit it, and screen it for presentation. 

• The Creative Project for The Christians will be determined by our guest instructor. 
• In conjunction with Angels in America and working solo, you will activate your subconscious thought 

into conscious thought by asking yourself, “If the Angel visited me, what would it look like and what 
would I need to hear?” You will present your design and dialogue in a manner of your choosing for 
presentation. 

 
PLAY RESPONSES: You will write a response in a discussion forum on Moodle to the 5 scripts that we read, 
and respond to at least one classmates’ response. This 250-350 word thoughtful response to the script must 
be based on what you read. The specific topic of the responses will be determined by the instructor. 
Responses are due by 9:00 am on the day that reading will be discussed. Poor responses may say, for 
example, “I hated/was bored by/didn’t understand/loved this text” and don’t give any reason why. This 
should not be a summary. Better responses will react to an issue in the text or raise a question about the 
topic and try to pose an answer to it. Late responses will not be accepted.  
 
PERFORMANCE CRITIQUES: You will write a critique of the 3 productions we view. This 500-750 word 
thoughtful critique must be based on what you see and hear, as well as draw connections between the 
material we read and discuss in class. The specific topic of the papers will be your choice. If you do not 
attend the production with the class, you must submit a photograph or scan of your ticket stub as an 
appendix to your paper. Policies regarding written work will be followed. Cite your sources. 
 
RESEARCH PAPER: Your research paper will develop in conjunction with The Revolutionists. Each person, in 
consultation with your instructor, will choose a topic from the text and write a complete research paper on 
that topic. The goal is to tie the historical French Revolution to an event in today’s world. Examples might 
include: the use of terror in the French Revolution and today’s War on Terror, the role of women during the 
French Revolution and gender equity today, the pursuit of a free press, and so on. This is to be a well-
researched, well-written paper. Include works cited material, internal citations where appropriate. MLA style. 
(1500-2000 words; minimum of 3 sources: at least 1 book, only 1 of the required 3 sources may be an 
internet source; there will be a proposal, first peer review draft, second draft, and final draft due). 
 
COMPARE/CONTRAST PAPER: Write a comparative analysis of  one social aspect of  both Lobby Hero and 
Sweat. In consultation with your instructor, you will choose a topic to compare and contrast. In addition to 
the primary sources, you may also utilize the supporting articles we have read in class, and you may also wish 
to investigate these plays’ critical history, production history, and playwright as part of  your analysis. Include 
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works cited material, internal citations where appropriate. MLA style. (750-1250 words; must use the 
primary texts; there will be a proposal, first peer review draft, second draft, and final draft due). 
 
PERSONAL NARRATIVE PAPER: For this assignment you are creating a coherent whole out of the work we 
have done this semester. You must use at least one of the plays we have read this semester. You must use at 
least one of the theoretical selections we have read this semester. Approach this essay as a work of art that 
you are creating. You might think of the essay as a tapestry that has some of the same strands that you 
pursued in previous writings, but these strands, along with new strands, will be woven into a completely new 
tapestry. Include works cited material, internal citations where appropriate. MLA style. (1000-1500 words; 
there will be a proposal, first peer review draft, and final draft due)  
 
PEER REVIEW: Each of the 3 major papers will require a Peer Review Draft submitted to Moodle for 
comments by your peers. You are required to submit your draft by 11:59 pm on the Friday due date, and 
then you are required to review and comment on two assigned peers’ work by the following Monday at 
11:59 pm.  
 
 
NONDISCRIMINATION POLICY & SEXUAL MISCONDUCT: 
Furman University and its faculty are committed to supporting our students and seeking an environment 
that is free of bias, discrimination, and harassment. If you have encountered any form of discrimination or 
harassment, including sexual misconduct (e.g. sexual assault, sexual harassment, sexual exploitation or 
intimidation, stalking, domestic or dating violence), we encourage you to report this to the institution. 
Additional information about Furman’s Sexual Misconduct Policy, how to report sexual misconduct, and 
your rights can be found at www.furman.edu/titleix.   
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GRADING/EVALUATION: 
Class Participation 
5 Play Responses and Moodle Discussion 
3 Performance Critiques  
5 Creative Project Presentations  
Research Paper (Proposal, Drafts & Final)  
Compare/Contrast Paper (Proposal, Drafts & Final)   
Personal Narrative Paper (Proposal, Drafts & Final)   
 
PERSONAL EVALUATION CONTRACT: Students in this class will have the opportunity to set their 
own academic goals for the semester. Failure to satisfactorily complete the guidelines for each tier will result 
in a lower grade. Pluses (for exceeding expectations) and minuses (for dropping below expectations) for 
each tier may be awarded at the discretion of your instructor. Students are encouraged to discuss their 
progress and goals with their instructor throughout the semester.  
 
To earn a C in this class you must… 

- follow class participation and attendance guidelines completely 
- write a Play Response for each of the five plays 
- attend 1 production and complete the Play Critique 
- complete all Creative Project presentation work 
- complete the Research Paper proposal and one draft that meets expectations 
- complete the Compare/Contrast Paper proposal and one draft that meets expectations 
- complete the Personal Narrative Paper proposal and one draft that meets expectations 

 
To earn a B in this class you must… 

- do all of the above plus: 
o respond to a classmates’ Play Response on the Moodle discussion forum 
o attend 1 additional production and complete the Play Critique (for a total of 2) 
o complete all Creative Project presentation work by meeting expectations 
o complete the final draft of the Research Paper and actively participate in Peer Review 
o complete the final draft of the Compare/Contrast Paper and actively participate in Peer 

Review 
o complete the final draft of the Personal Narrative Paper and actively participate in Peer 

Review 
 
To earn an A in this class you must… 

- do all of the above plus: 
o write Play Responses that exceed expectations and contribute thoughtfully to the online 

discussion  
o attend 1 additional production and complete the Play Critique (for a total of 3) 
o complete all Creative Project presentation work by exceeding expectations 
o complete the Research Paper by exceeding expectations 
o complete the Compare/Contrast Paper by exceeding expectations 
o complete the Personal Narrative Paper by exceeding expectations 

 
ACCESSIBILITY: 
To request accommodations, please contact the Student Office of Accessibility Resources at (864) 294-2320, 
soar@furman.edu, or visit www.furman.edu/soar. After initial arrangements are made with this office, 
contact this course’s instructor. 
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 CLASS CALENDAR          ASSIGNMENTS 
SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
 
WEEK ONE  

Auditions for Furman Theatre’s 2018 Fall Shows – August 30 & 31 3:00 & 7:00 pm 
W Aug 29 Course Introductions/Syllabus & Get-to-Know-You     
F Aug 31 Present Carte Blanche       
 
WEEK TWO  

Furman Theatre’s Daddy Long Legs opens September 6 
M Sept 3 no class – Labor Day 
W Sept 5 Key Concepts        Pickering 
F Sept 7 Does Art Have Value?      Splasher Manifesto 
 
WEEK THREE 
M Sept 10 Narrative       Bogart 
W Sept 12 The Revolutionists – Discussion     The Revolutionists & Response 
F Sept 14 Library Day and Writing Lab tour (meet in Library 043)   
  
WEEK FOUR  
M Sept 17 Discussion        Rev Article 1 & 
           Research Proposal Due 
W Sept 19 Discussion       Rev Article 2 
F Sept 21 Library Day (meet in Library 043) 
 
WEEK FIVE  
M Sept 24 The Revolutionists – Creative Project 
W Sept 26 Creative Project   
F Sept 28 Creative Project      Research Peer Review Draft Due 
             
WEEK SIX  

Clemson Players’s The Revolutionists opens October 1  
M  Oct 1 The Revolutionists – Presentations 
W Oct 3 Lobby Hero – Discussion      Lobby Hero & Response 
F Oct 5 Discussion & Dins Dialogue Workshop   LH Article 1 &  
           Research Draft Due 
 
WEEK SEVEN  

Furman Theatre’s Lobby Hero opens October 10 
The Warehouse Theatre’s Sweat opens October 12 

M Oct 8 no class – FALL BREAK 
W  Oct 10 Lobby Hero – Creative Project  
F Oct 12 Creative Project      Rev Play Critique Due 
 
WEEK EIGHT  
M Oct 15 Creative Project     
W Oct 17 Lobby Hero – Presentations 
F Oct 19 Sweat – Discussion       Sweat & Response 
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WEEK NINE 
M Oct 22 Discussion       Sweat Article 1 
W Oct 24 Discussion       Sweat Article 2 &  
           CC Proposal due 
F Oct 26 Sweat – Creative Project     LH Play Critique Due 
 
WEEK TEN 
M Oct 29 Creative Project 
W Oct 31 Creative Project      Sweat Play Critique Due 
F Nov 2 Sweat – Presentations      CC Peer Review Draft Due 
 
WEEK ELEVEN  

South Carolina Theatre Association (SCTA) Convention, November 8-11 in Anderson, SC 
M Nov 5 The Christians – Discussion with Jay Briggs   The Christians & Response 
W Nov 7 Discussion with Jay Briggs     The Christians Article 1 
F Nov 9 Discussion with Jay Briggs     The Christians Article 2 &  
           CC Draft Due 
 
WEEK TWELVE 
M Nov 12 The Christians – Creative Project  
W Nov 14 Creative Project 
F Nov 16 Creative Project     
 
WEEK THIRTEEN 
M Nov 19 The Christians – Presentation     PN Proposal Due 
W Nov 21 no class – Thanksgiving 
F Nov 23 no class – Thanksgiving  
 
WEEK FOURTEEN  
M Nov 26 Angels in America: Millennium Approaches – Discussion   Angels & Response 
W Nov 28 Discussion       Angels Article 1 
F Nov 30 Discussion with guest artist TBA    Angels Article 2 & 
           PN Peer Review Draft Due 
 
WEEK FIFTEEN  

Furman Theatre’s The Servant of Two Masters opens December 4 
M Dec 3 Angels in America: Millennium Approaches – Creative Project  
T Dec 5 Creative Project 
R Dec 7 Creative Project 
 
WEEK SIXTEEN 
M Dec 10 Last Day of Class – Angels in America: Millennium Approaches – Presentation 
 
Final Monday, December 17 12:00 noon, Location TBA – Sharing Circle and Final Research, 
Compare/Contrast, and Personal Narrative Papers due 
 


